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Santa Clara Valley Athletic League
resolves latest spring sports schedule saga

SCVAL will move forward with 3-season schedule, but with
possibility of Season 3 sports getting earlier start
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PALO ALTO — JUNE 24: Palo Alto High School head football coach Nelson Gifford, center, instructs some of his
players during conditioning drills at Greene Middle School in Palo Alto, Calif., on Wednesday, June 24, 2020.
(Randy Vazquez / Bay Area News Group)

By EVAN WEBECK | ewebeck@bayareanewsgroup.com | Bay Area News Group
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Student-athletes in the Santa Clara Valley Athletic League who had been given the green light to begin
practice and were preparing for competition days away were told to pause as the Board of Managers
worked Tuesday to rectify issues raised with its spring sports calendar.

By the end of Tuesday afternoon’s meeting, the league's unique three-season calendar had been finalized —
with some minor modifications — and all public meeting laws had been met, meaning the same athletes
whose hopes were briefly dashed once again Tuesday were back where they had been — set to begin

competition this week.

The SCVAL Board of Managers voted unanimously to move forward with the three-season model, with the
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The SCVAL Board of Managers voted unanimously to move forward with the three-season model, with the
new caveat that if orange-tier sports in Season 2 are canceled, then Season 3 sports would be allowed to
begin practice and competition. The Board was forced to meet and rescind decisions made at a previous

meeting after a Brown Act complaint alleged it did not allow sufficient time for public comment. Ultimately,
it will continue as one of the only leagues to deviate from the model set by the California Interscholastic
Federation and its Central Coast Section, though the Board left open the possibility of postseason play for

Season 2 sports.

A coach and several student-athletes delivered public comments at the meeting saying their seasons had
been put on hold — again — after a parent of a Palo Alto High School baseball player filed the public records
complaint against the league, which forced the Board to reconvene and vote on the calendar again, only
this time following a full hour of public comments. The Los Altos girls' tennis team had its first match in 11

months canceled Tuesday because the Board had to first satisfy public-meeting laws.

In the original calendar, the league devised three separate seasons, in conflict with the two-season model
used elsewhere in the state, which its leaders said allowed the most kids to play as quickly as possible. Girls

golf, girls tennis, cross country and swim teams had already begun to prepare for play, while just cross
country is currently approved in most the rest of the state. The original plan also voluntarily disqualified
teams from the CCS playoffs in an effort to allow more league play and ensure there are no fairness issues
surrounding Title IX, leaders said.

Contingents of baseball players from Palo Alto and Los Altos high schools said they and their fellow spring
sports athletes were being forced to sacrifice more than their peers by missing out on two straight seasons
of CCS playoffs.

Instead of tying postseason play with the three-season calendar, the Board voted to wait to make a decision
on playoff eligibility until its next meeting.

Baseball players, as well as all other Season 3 athletes in purple- and red-tier sports, also could see their
seasons moved up by as much as a month, depending on the case rate in Santa Clara County.

Sports in Season 2 will be canceled if the county hasn't met their corresponding color tier by March 29.
Board members were pessimistic about the chances of Santa Clara County meeting the orange tier, the
threshold for higher-contact, outdoors sports, by the deadline.

If that were to happen, red- and purple-tier sports set to begin Season 3 competition on April 19 would
immediately be eligible to begin their seasons. That would include baseball, softball, girls lacrosse and track
& field.

Concerns over facilities and roster space prevented the league from simply moving up the start dates for
those sports now, without the cancellation of Season 2 orange-tier sports, which include football, soccer and

girls’ volleyball.

SCVAL spring sports calendar

Season 1: Cross Country (purple), Girls’ Tennis (purple), Girls’ Golf (purple), Swimming/Diving (purple)

e Practice start date: Feb. 1
e Competition start date: Feb. 15
e Competition end date: March 26
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e Competition end date: March 26

Season 2: Field Hockey (red), Football (orange), Badminton (orange), Boys’ Soccer (orange), Girls’ Volleyball
(orange), Cheer (yellow)

e Practice start date: March 1

Competition start date: March 15
e Competition end date: April 23 (April 17 for football)
Cancellation date: March 29 (March 15 for football)

Season 3: Track & Field (purple), Boys' Tennis (purple), Boys’ Golf (purple), Baseball (red), Softball (red), Girls'
Lacrosse (red), Water Polo (orange), Boys' Lacrosse (orange), Gymnastics (indoors), Boys' Volleyball),
Basketball (yellow), Wrestling (yellow)

Practice start date: April 5*

Competition start date: April 19*
e Competition end date: May 28

Cancellation date: May 3

*=can begin immediately if Season 2 orange-tier sports are canceled
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