2011 Tri County Athletic League and Monterey Bay League Meet Previews

By Coach Gustavo Ibarra

The fall 2011 season is winding down and championship racing begins this Saturday in the southern end of the CCS Section of California.  Toro Park will once again host a double league final with alternating races although both leagues will be looking forward to 2012 and the merger of these two tradition rich cross country leagues.  With 14 teams coming together next year the results of this Saturday will be combined at the end of the meet and a point system will be used to determine the top 7 teams that will form the upper division in the new league while the other 7 teams will be part of the lower division for next year. The merged league will be called the Monterey Bay League and three center/cluster meets for each division along with one final 14 team merged league final meet will be used to determine divisional champions along with CCS qualifiers next year.

This Saturday the 7 team TCAL league will put on quite a show with some of the finest squads and individuals in CCS.  San Benito-Hollister rolls into town as the undefeated and heavy favorites for both genders and should have a fine day in defending their 2010 titles. Their ladies are currently ranked 5th overall in CCS and are led by one of the top runners in Central California in junior Vanessa Estrada. Vanessa has been on a tear all year. She blazed an 18:11 here early in the year good for 12th all-time at Toro and may look to go sub 18:00 and break into the top 5 all-time if she pushes it here today. She runs hard from the front early on and should shine.  Her junior teammate Maura Forbush will help lead the chase pack and will seek to go 1-2 for the Balers. Sophomore Alex Lathos (Notre Dame-Salinas) will challenge for the runner-up spot and knows Toro very well. Hot newcomer freshman Amy Quinones (San Benito) will help make the red up-front quite visible. Others to watch include Cynthia Camacho (Salinas-9), Malena Grover (Salinas-10), Mariella Meza (Alisal-12), and Jackie Tarsitano (Notre Dame-Salinas-10). Alisal comes in at 4-1 and should have a fine day with Salinas at 4-2 seeking an upset for the runner-up position. Gilroy (3-3), Notre Dame-Salinas (3-3), Alvarez (1-5), and North Salinas (0-6) round out the field.

The San Benito-Hollister boys have put together what may be one of their best squads in school history and are currently ranked 3rd overall in CCS.  Early on this year they set a team-time record here at Toro of 81:28 good for 8th all-time just passing their 1998 team that went on to place 10th at State in DI. The Balers will have to face great CCS teams in Bellarmine and Carlmont to make state in 2 weeks and try to improve on that state finish but for now they will shine here. They feature an interchangeable cast of hard-working gritty runners that aren’t afraid to push the pace. Sophomore newcomer Ruben Collins flew to a 15:44 clocking here earlier and may win although he has some experienced runners that he’s trying to hold off.  His teammates Steven Velarde (10), Said Hernandez (12), Ricky Esqueda (11), and Omar Vasquez (12) have inter-changed frequently and have been running together for quite some time and could each easily pull off individual wins on a good day.  If this team clicks on all cylinders they have 5 guys that could average just over 16 minutes here to take down the 80:13 course team-time record by the great Mountain View squad of 2008. This would be their last shot at the record with CCS Finals being held at Crystal Springs in 2 weeks. Francisco Salvador (Alisal-12) has quietly made the turn and will seek to upset the Baler party along with Bryan Tena (Salinas-12) and Robert Valencia (Alisal-12). Others shooting for a top 10 finish include Luis Vargas (Alisal-11), Felix Cervantes (Alvarez-12), and Ivan Pina (North Salinas-11). Alisal (5-1) has had a fine year and should run a solid 2nd here with Salinas (4-2) giving chase. The field rounds out with Palma (3-3), North Salinas (2-4), Gilroy (1-5), and Alvarez (0-6).

The Monterey Bay League will feature some hotly contested team battles along with a couple of fine individuals representing the last year of this 7 team league. The ladies from Monterey are currently 1st after placing 2nd in the first cluster meet and 1st in the last two.  They are the defending champions after snapping North Monterey County’s 9-year win streak.  Monterey is led by individual super-star Anna Welsh (12).  Anna may choose to stay back a bit here and help her team to the title or she may take off and run on her own.  She ran a fine 18:06 at Crystal Springs recently and is among the top 5 runners in all of CCS. North Monterey County and Christopher come in to the meet tied for 2nd and should make this a great three-way team race for the title. North Monterey is going for an 18th league title and will counter with Linda Delgado (11), Priscilla Mora (12), and Valentina Montano (11). Christopher comes in after getting their first league cluster meet win and is shooting for their 1st league title for the newer school. They feature a nice pack with Rachel Allen (9), Cynthia Gonzalez (10), and Monique Esparza (10). Josselyn Beutler (10) and Annaliese Mariottini (11) have shown abilities to upset the chase pack and will help lead the Monterey charge up-front.    Watch April Chau (Pajaro Valley-12), and Anna Reeves (Monte Vista Christian) as they seek a top 5 finish. Rounding out the teams are Watsonville (4th), Seaside (4th), Pajaro Valley (6th), and Monte Vista Christian (7th). 

The boys will also have a great three-way battle with Watsonville hoping to hold off a surging North Monterey County squad. Watsonville won the first 2 cluster meets with North Monterey pulling off the win last week to set up a great final. Seaside has been closing the gap as well and will mix it up nicely. North Monterey County won the title by a single point last year and is going for a 20th league title. Watsonville joined the MBL a few years back and is looking for their first league title in this league after some great league and section squads in the Santa Cruz League.  Watsonville is led by individual favorite Edgar Garcia (12). He has dominated the league this year and looks to defend his individual title from last year. Andres Guerrero (North Monterey-12) will seek to upset the favorite although he is nursing a slight injury. Youngster Jose Gonzalez (Seaside-9) has stormed on the scene and will seek to up-end the veterans. Jonathan Nolasco (North Monterey-12) is the most improved runner in the area and could contend also. Monterey is led by challengers Jesus Pereyra (12) and James Welsh (10) while Watsonville counters with Abraham Ortiz (11) and Abraham Corrales (12). Others shooting for a top 10 finish include North Monterey teammates Michael Vargas (12), Erik Lopez (12), and William Samples as well as Arturo Miguel-Perez (Seaside-10). The field rounds out with Monterey (4th), Pajaro Valley (5th), Christopher (6th), and Monte Vista Christian (7th).

MBL/TCAL League Championship Schedule 2011

9:00am: TCAL/MBL F/S Girls

9:30am: TCAL/MBL F/S Boys

10:00am: MBL JV Girls

10:30am: TCAL JV Girls

11:00am: MBL JV Boys

11:25am: TCAL JV Boys

11:50am: MBL V Girls

12:20pm: TCAL V Girls

12:50pm: MBL V Boys

1:20pm: TCAL V Boys

