omen’s National Marathon

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

15 under 3 hours in National Marathon Championships

MINNEAPOLIS, OCT. 23—-Lea1-Ann Reinhart, competing for the San Fernado

Valley Track Club of California, led 15 finishers under
3 hours with a time of 2:46:34 at the AAU National
Marathon Championships in the Twin Cities, October 23, 197%;

It was the most women ever under the three hour mark
in one race,in this, the first ever women's only
National Championship Marathoniin the United State
Leal led from six miles onwatd and topped second //
place finisher Cindy Dalrymple of Hawaii by less
than three minutes.

Nina Kuscik from New YOrk, Judy Gumbs-Leydig from
California and Jill Hanson of Delano, Minnesota rounded {i
out the top five. -Each runner in the top five had a
personal best time for the race held on an overcast day
with a tempetature in the low 40's. o

First Junior(underl9) was 16 year old Diane Barrett from
Fresno California in 2:51:49. Defendlng Master's Champion
"Ruth Anderson of Callfornia repeated in 3:09:54.

Leal s splits were: (S—mile) 31:06, (10 mile) 61:54 .,
(Halfway) 1:21:25, (15 mile)“1:33:19,-(20 mile) 2:05:22
and (25 mile) 2:38:25. It was her first win in the event
and her fourth marathon. Her times have dropped from a
3:05 first marathon to 3:02, 2:50 and 2:46.

- MORE -

X
Box 14283, University Station, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55414
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The West Valley Track Club team of Judy Gumbs-Leydig, Penny DeMoss and
Joan Ullyot won the team title with 26 points. The Twin Cities Track Club’
was second with 33 points. (Jan Arenz, Judy Lutter and Hanson made up the
TC team).

Eighty-eight runners started the race and 79 finished. 31 runners were
under 3 hours and 30 minutes, 48 under 4 hours, 71 under 5 hours and 78 under

6. The final finisher came in at 6:40:08. - -
45y fuuld ot

Burnis Hicks, the over 60 world recordholder in a time of SwfficR3, brele-iver

W TV e ’
record with a time of 5:06:51. Master's winner Anderson is 47.

The largest number of finishers under three hours in a women's event was
7 at the Culver City Marathon last year. So this year's National Championship
will go down in the racord books as thé fastest mass finish in the history of
the event.

The Award presentation after the event took place at the Governor's Mansion
in St. Paul, Minnesota. Pottetry prizes were awarded to all finishers by
Governor Rudy Perpich, Honorary Chairperson for the event, State Senator
Emily Anne Staples of Plymouth and Marathon Chairman Dr. John O'Leary.

New Balance Shoes sponsored the event along with the Minnesota Distance

Running Association and Meters and Miles magazine.

30 -

For Further INFORMATION CONTACT: Jim Ferstle 378-0097 or 226-6858.
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