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..•..By RON SILVER
With a ~record-setting performance by Ole

Oleson as the keynote, USC's cross country team
emerged victorious over UCLA, 27-28, after their
,six-mile battle at Elysian Park last weekend.

On a beautiful Saturday morning, USC took
the early lead with both teams running in groups.
But at the mid-way point, after a long downhill
stretch, UCLA was in control. Although Oleson
was leading, the rest of the USC group had
broken-up'and, with the exception of Jeff Marsee,
had fallen back.

Marsee, however, was not in any lack of com­
pany, running right in the middle of four Bruins.
At this point, with a long climb uphill facing
them, the Bruins were leading 26-29.

At the top of the hill with close to a mi~_re­
-maining, the Bruin bloc was beginning to JHssi.:...­
pate. Oleson had a secure -gfip-Dn first and
Ruben· Chappins was in control of second for
UCLA, but after them it was up for grabs.

Marsee was holding off UCLA's Ron Johnson
and Neil Sybert and Joe Balasco was trying to
stay ahead of USC's Rick Carr. AlthQugh their
hold was shaky, the Bruins were still in the

lead, 27-28.
But the only place the score counts is at the

finish, and that is where the Trojans cashed
in. Oleson won, finishing in course record time
of 27:20 (Oleson set the old record of 27:56 a
week earlier at the Cal meet). Chappins finished
second for UCLA in 27:44, also breaking the old
record. Marsee finished third, beating Johnson
by two seconds and Sybert by eight.

But it was Carr, running his best race in a
long time to beat out the fourth Bruin, Balasco,
that tipped the sco~ing balance in favor of Troy.
After Balasco caine Curtis Jones and Andy
Herrity to cinch the meet. The sixth Trojan
was Jim Bernick, who finished eleventh. All
the USC runners improved their times from the
week before by at least 20.seconds, with Bernick
runnin~ 56 seconds faster, the most improved.


