Postseason SCVAL Track Meeting 2016

The meeting was held on Tues., May 24 and started at 5:30pm at Santa Clara High School.

Attendance

The following people were in attendance:  Julie L'Heureux (SC), Paul Armstrong (C), PattiSue Plumer (G), Ernesto Salinas (LG), Mark Shields (F), Kirk Flatow (MV), Jake White (L), Jim Wilks (W), Walt Van Zant (W), Curtis Liang (G), Bridget Hall (M) and Scott Ishizaki (Mt.V). The following schools were not in attendance:  Homestead, Los Altos, Palo Alto and Saratoga. 

League Representatives

Julie L’Heureux and Ernesto Salinas will remain the league representatives for the El Camino Division and the De Anza Division, respectively.

League Championships

The following schools won league titles:


DA League



El Camino League
VB
Los Altos
  


Mt. View





VG
Gunn 



Mt. View


F/S
Palo Alto



Monta Vista

JVG
Gunn




Monta Vista

Digital copies of League Certificates are available.  Contact Julie L’Heureux.

League Finals Evaluations

The host schools were Los Gatos and Santa Clara/Saratoga for the De Anza and El Camino Division Meets respectively.

All host schools did a good job with their league meet.

Past and Future League Meets

League Meet
Host School
Host School




De Anza
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Year
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2007


Los Gatos

Saratoga


2008


Monta Vista
Santa Clara

2009


Milpitas

Homestead/SC

2010


Palo Alto

Saratoga/SC

2011


Gunn


Santa Clara

2012


Los Altos

Fremont

2013


Lynbrook

Cupertino

2014


Gunn     

Wilcox

2015


Mt. View/Lyn.
Monta Vista

2016


Los Gatos

Saratoga/Santa Clara

Future

2017


Milpitas

Santa Clara

2018


Homestead

Fremont


2019


Palo Alto

Cupertino


2020 

Los Altos

Wilcox

2021


Lynbrook

Mt. View

2022


Gunn


Monta Vista

Start Time for League Meets – next year

A discussion took place on the start time for the league trials and finals for next year.  The El Camino League would like to start their league trials and finals between 3-3:30pm.  The De Anza League would like to start between 3:30-4pm.  Also, the start time between the first set of field events and the second set could be cut to 1½ hours.

Here is the schedule for AP afternoon testing 2017:

Mon., May 1 – Psychology

Tues., May 2 – Art History, Physics 1

Wed., May 3 – Japanese, Physics 2

Thurs., May 4 – Chinese

Job Duties for Division/SCVAL Meets

It was suggested that at next year’s preseason meeting, we find experts within the league to run the field events at the Division/SCVAL meets, similar to what CCS does.  

Also, if schools do not have people available to run their job duties at the meets, they should hire officials.  Also, if they are a no show, a fine/penalty should be impose or a letter to their AD or principal.

Scratch Meeting for Division Meets

What is the point of the Scratch meeting if no one is allowed to fill the vacant spot, referring to Article V, Section 11? It was discussed, no changes to the by-laws was presented.  

SCVAL Championship Meet Evaluation

The meet was held at Los Gatos and everything went well.

SCVAL Championship Meet 2017

A discussion was help to move the meet to Saturday.  Coaches agreed to keep it on Friday night.

The meet is currently scheduled for Fri., May 12, 2017 at Santa Clara High School, it may move to Los Gatos High School.  The meet directors will be Ernesto Salinas and Julie L’Heureux.  AP testing for that day is European History, Latin starting at noon.

League Realignment 

It is not a realignment year.  Here is the 2016 points for next year’s realignment calculations.  Complete calculations can be found in Appendix 2.
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Mt. View
7
7
2
4.5
20.5



Monta Vista
2
2.5
7
7
18.5



Santa Clara
3
5
4
6
18



Cupertino
5.5
4
6
1
16.5



Wilcox
5.5
2.5
5
2
15



Fremont
1
6
2
3
12



Saratoga
4
1
2
4.5
11.5
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Gunn
2
7
6
7
22



Los Altos
7
5
5
4
21



Palo Alto
5
1
7
5
18



Milpitas
3
2
3.5
6
14.5



Los Gatos
6
6
1
1
14



Lynbrook
4
4
2
3
13



Homestead
1
3
3.5
2
9.5



League Schedules

Preliminary schedules were handed out. The athletic directors and BOM will approve them at a later date.

The postseason meeting is scheduled for May 23, 2017 at 5:30pm.

Jim Clark is retiring from timing track meets.  See Hank’s website to find alternate timers.

Honor Coaches

Ernesto Salinas and Julie L’Heureux were nominated for CCS Honor Coach.

CCS Meet Evaluations

1) Prefer a different location than Gilroy

2) Did not like that they charged for parking

3) The stands are not filled with spectators

4) Why only 1 camera for the 2 timing systems?

5) Uniform issues for relays

Dual Meet Start Times

The dual meet start time is 3:15pm.  If coaches are going to change start times or other items for the dual meet, they need to notify the visiting team’s coach prior to meet day and get their agreement.  All coaches should check their emails.

By-Laws Changes

A motion was made by Kenrick Sealy, sent by email, to change Article VIII, Section 3.1 (realignment calculations) to only use Division Finals results and no dual meets.  It was not seconded.

A motion was made by Kirk Flatow to change Article VIII (realignment) to reduce the points from the F/S boys and JV girls divisions by 1/3. It was not seconded.

A motion was made by Curtis Liang to change Article VI, Section 2 (qualifying to SCVAL) to use the best time for each athlete from their finals and trials times.  It was not seconded.

A motion was made by Curtis Liang to change Article VIII, Section 1.9 (hardship rule and time to beat for hardship athlete).  He wants the time to beat to be the CCS at-large time for that event.  Julie L’Heureux seconded it.  The vote was 7 for and 1 abstain; by this time several coaches had left the meeting for other commitments.

Throw Judges

Based on the incident at the DAL Finals in the shot put, we need experienced throws judges. The person in charge needs to be an experienced official, no parent volunteer.  This issue will be addressed at the preseason meeting.

Curtis Liang sent a detailed email addressing some concern of the past season.  We discussed many of the items in the above topics.  The email is included in Appendix 1 so that a complete list is included in the minutes.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10pm.

Appendix 1 (Curtis Liang’s concerns)

1. Dual Meet Start Time.  Our bylaws state that our meet start time is 3:00 PM, and can be changed according to a mutual decision by both coaches.  I had a lot of issues actually getting email responses from coaches, and they just had an assumed start time which I I was never told.  It made my life and my athletes' lives difficult for scheduling buses and which classes to miss, since it meant the difference of waiting until the end of a class or pulling athletes out the middle of class.  There were also disparities in the start time of field events and track events, which was unclear to me.  In one meet, they started the field events earlier than the track events, which gave my team less time to warm up.  In another meet, they started one field event early for a single athlete, which leads to an unfair advantage in competition.

2. DAL Time Schedule.  I thought we agreed last year that we would start all events later because of how much more efficient our meets have been running.  In the past, it was possible for DAL/EC Finals to run until 7:00-7:30 PM even if we started the meet at 2:30, but in the past several years we have been ahead of schedule and the starter has been delaying in between events.   The only reason we were behind schedule at all for DAL Finals is because of the shot put situation.  DAL (and EC) Finals should take less time than the average dual meet because there is only one heat of each event, even with the added 3200.  I want to propose a later start time of 3:30, which allows greater flexibility for the well known AP testing conflict.  Additionally, I think it would be beneficial to compress the time schedule by five minutes for each event, but keeping the 3200 the same.

I'm also unsure as to why there is such a huge difference in the start time between field and track events and why there is so much time in between the each flight of field events.  The time difference adds an extra layer of complexity for transportation.  On Tuesday, each field event took no longer than an hour, yet there was a two and a half hour gap in between events.  An additional issue is that the field events started at the exact same time as the scratch meeting.  Field events should start at the same time track events start, at the very least, no sooner than half an hour earlier.  

3. Scratch Meeting at DAL/EC.  I want an actual ruling as opposed to the vague way this is expressed in our bylaws.  From working at the finish line at the DAL meet, it seems to me that there is no point to our scratch meeting at all.  I thought it was assumed that the coaches would have no problem scratching in a slower athlete, but we used "reseeding efficiency" as the excuse for why I couldn't get my athletes in.  The only other argument I heard was voiced from Lynbrook was that slower athletes shouldn't be running in league finals -- the actual quote being "why do your slow athletes want to run anyways?"  There is no advantage in having empty lanes in a meet.  I want to give as many chances for my athletes to participate, regardless of their chances of making it to the next meet; they deserve the right to compete.  The counterargument that I have several weeks to sort out my lineup is unfair due to the fact our last meet is about 24 hours when our entries are due.  It may be easy for smaller teams to fill in the three slots because you only have three or four options for each event, but larger teams can literally have a dozen options for some events.  It is really, really difficult to go down the line to find out if each person is scratching.  Additionally, unforeseen circumstances really do just come up; we had an athlete who's parent did not let him run for DAL finals because of his grades were not up to "Gunn standards" and did not find out until the day before the meet.  My proposed solution is to allow slower scratches in based off an athletic.net reference of their PRs.  I realize this encourages people to enter their fastest persons in each event, but it's what teams are doing anyways.  If there is no change, we are conducting a pointless scratch meeting.

4. Throws Judges at DAL/EC/SCVAL.  Based on the incident at the varsity boys shot put at the DAL Finals, we should hire someone, an actual official, to take charge of the throws.  It's obvious that these implements are dangerous when the person in charge is not an experienced throws official.  Alternatively, one school dedicates themselves to that event, and it stays school's responsibility year after year.  The person in charge should be a coach, or someone well versed with throwing and not simply parent volunteers.  We want the responsibility of official to stay on one or two persons, so it does not alternate between less experienced people.

5. Qualifying for SCVAL Qualifier Meet.  Qualification standards are confusing when it comes to comparing to DAL and EC.  I get the feeling Julie is the only one who understands how the top 16 are determined.  At the moment, it punishes athletes who have a bad day at finals and it feels very wrong to do so.  Athletes who make finals should be treated as gaining an advantage for being in the top eight on trials day. Our current determination standards also make it easier for hardships to get in for no real reason.  The following is an example from this season: Saratoga was approved a hardship athlete in the 100HH against Gunn's 17.9 runner, who fell at finals and had run a 15.3 on trials.  As written, the Saratoga athlete only needed to beat the 17.9 time in a time verification setting, not a race.  Our athlete was fourth in CCS at the time and could have been potentially displaced by someone not in the top 20.  This hardship case ended up getting dropped and my runner ended up not running due to personal conflicts with the event, but it stands as another point of punishment for someone who actually competed at finals.  My proposed solution is to use the best time from trials and finals to create the top 16 list.

6.  For the throwing events:
A. All schools need to put protective barriers around their landing areas.  They should not allow athletes to shag their own implements.  There should be reliable people in the field shagging during the warm ups as well as during the scored event.
During a discus event, the athletes and spectators, officials should all be behind the net.  If your ring is near a start line, you should have all the runners on the other side of the track.  Athletes waiting to compete (and officials) should remain behind the net.
No one should be called into the ring until it is safe for the shaggers and the officials are done writing everything down.  Sometimes officials call in the athletes and they are still recording information and do not see fouls that occur in the initial set up of the thrower.  They need to watch for the rim of the circle being violated.
If the athletes do shag their own implements, they should NEVER turn their backs on the ring.  Throwers in the ring should NEVER throw when someone is in the landing area, even in the outside unless you have made eye contact with them and they know that you are throwing.
Recording the marks:  Discus is measured to the nearest whole inch and Shot Put to the quarter inch.  Many officials did not know this at different schools. 
B. There are still many throwers that are not in school issued uniforms.  They throw in all kinds of different tops and bottoms.   Many without any markings of the school at all.  They are athletes on a team that need to follow the uniform rules all year round.
Appendix 2 Realignment Calculations

ECL 2016









VB





Realign.


dual
pts.
league
pts.
total
place
pts.


place

place

l+n



Cupertino
2
6
4
4
10
2T
5.5

Fremont
6
2
7
1
3
7
1

Monta Vista
7
1
5
3
4
6
2

Mt. View
1
7
1
7
14
1
7

Santa Clara
3
5
6
2
7
5
3

Saratoga
5
3
3
5
8
4
4

Wilcox
4
4
2
6
10
2T
5.5


VG







Cupertino
4T
3.5
4
4
7.5
4
4

Fremont
1T
6
2
6
12
2
6

Monta Vista
6T
1.5
5
3
4.5
5T
2.5

Mt. View
1T
6
1
7
13
1
7

Santa Clara
1T
6
3
5
11
3
5

Saratoga
6T
1.5
6
2
3.5
7
1

Wilcox
4T
3.5
7
1
4.5
5T
2.5


F/S Boys






Cupertino
2
6
2
6
12
2
6

Fremont
6
2
5
3
5
5T
2

Monta Vista
1
7
1
7
14
1
7

Mt. View
4T
3.5
6T
1.5
5
5T
2

Santa Clara
7
1
3
5
6
4
4

Saratoga
4T
3.5
6T
1.5
5
5T
2

Wilcox
3
5
4
4
9
3
5


JVG







Cupertino
7
1
7
1
2
7
1

Fremont
4T
3.5
4
4
7.5
5
3

Monta Vista
1
7
1
7
14
1
7

Mt. View
2T
5.5
5
3
8.5
3T
4.5

Santa Clara
2T
5.5
2
6
11.5
2
6

Saratoga
4T
3.5
3
5
8.5
3T
4.5

Wilcox
6
2
6
2
4
6
2










Realignment
VB
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FSB
JVG
Total




realign.
realign.
realign.
realign.
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pts.
pts.
pts.
pts.
2016
2017
Total

Mt. View
7
7
2
4.5
20.5



Monta Vista
2
2.5
7
7
18.5



Santa Clara
3
5
4
6
18



Cupertino
5.5
4
6
1
16.5



Wilcox
5.5
2.5
5
2
15



Fremont
1
6
2
3
12



Saratoga
4
1
2
4.5
11.5



DAL 2016
VB





Realign.


dual
pts.
league
pts.
total
place
pts.


place

place

l+n



Gunn
5T
2.5
6
2
4.5
6
2

Homestead
7
1
7
1
2
7
1

Los Altos
1T
6.5
1
7
13.5
1
7

Los Gatos
1T
6.5
2
6
12.5
2
6

Lynbrook
4
4
4
4
8
4
4

Milpitas
5T
2.5
5
3
5.5
5
3

Palo Alto
3
5
3
5
10
3
5


VG







Gunn
1
7
1
7
14
1
7

Homestead
6T
1.5
4
4
5.5
5
3

Los Altos
3T
4.5
3
5
9.5
3
5

Los Gatos
2
6
2
6
12
2
6

Lynbrook
3T
4.5
6
2
6.5
4
4

Milpitas
6T
1.5
5
3
4.5
6
2

Palo Alto
5
3
7
1
4
7
1


F/S Boys






Gunn
1
7
3
5
12
2
6

Homestead
5
3
4
4
7
4.5
3.5

Los Altos
5
3
2
6
9
3
5

Los Gatos
7
1
6
2
3
7
1

Lynbrook
2T
5.5
7
1
6.5
6
2

Milpitas
4
4
5
3
7
4.5
3.5

Palo Alto
2T
5.5
1
7
12.5
1
7


JVG







Gunn
1
7
1
7
14
1
7

Homestead
6
2
5
3
5
6
2

Los Altos
5
3
4
4
7
4
4

Los Gatos
7
1
7
1
2
7
1

Lynbrook
4
4
6
2
6
5
3

Milpitas
2
6
2
6
12
2
6

Palo Alto
3
5
3
5
10
3
5
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VG
FSB
JVG
Total




realign.
realign.
realign.
realign.
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pts.
pts.
pts.
pts.
2016
2017
Total

Gunn
2
7
6
7
22



Los Altos
7
5
5
4
21



Palo Alto
5
1
7
5
18



Milpitas
3
2
3.5
6
14.5



Los Gatos
6
6
1
1
14



Lynbrook
4
4
2
3
13



Homestead
1
3
3.5
2
9.5



