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By Rick Eymer
Special to the Times Tribune -

Los Altos High School’s Rachael Bray
successfully defended her titles in the 100-
meter hurdles and the high jump in the
Santa Clara Valley Athletic League track
finals Friday at Foothill College. ;

' Bray also won the 300 hurdles and fin-
ished second in the girls’ long jump.

However, Palo Alto’s girls unofficially
scored 119 points to 117 for Gunn, giving
. the Vikings the league title. Los Altos and
. Gunn finished one-two in the boys’ meet,
but the combination of Gunn’s 6-0 dual-
meet record and its runner-up perfor-
mance Friday enabled the Titans to cap-
ture the title under the league’s point sys-
tem.

Bray had the best long jump (17-6) in the
SCVAL trials, but scratched on her first
three attempts Friday.

ray wins both hurdles, high jump in SCVAL track finals

She also finishes second in long jump — Fortman a triple winner

“It was windy, and I didn’t have enough
time to get my steps down,” Bray said. “I
was too pumped up and kept moving my
mark back, but not far enough.”

Bray temporarily was eliminated from
the long-jump competition because of her
three scratches. She did take a fourth at-
tempt, though, and went 16-6.

According to SCVAL rules, each jumper
was given three trial attempts. Afterward,
the top seven competitors were to reverse
order and take three additional jumps as
finals. One jumper did not show up Friday,
so the field automatically was trimmed to
seven jumpers. The event director then de-
clared each contestant to have six jumps,
period. Because the order never was re-
versed after the first three jumps, it was

ruled that the finals would include all six
jumps. Bray’s fourth attempt, 16-6, was
good enough to give her second place be-
hind Palo Alto sophomore Quincy Dedner.

“I worried about being out of the long
jump at the time,” Bray said. “I went off on
my own-and decided there was nothing I
could do about it and that it didn’t matter. I
concentrated on the 300 hurdles.”

Bray won the latter event in 46.25 sec-
onds. Her winning mark in the high jump
was 5-6 and her time in the 100 hurdles was
15.2. :

“This is my first year running the 300
hurdles, and I still feel a little inex-
perienced,” Bray said. “Every time I run
ihe race, I find out after that I could have

_gone faster.”

Other multiple winners included Moun-
tain View sophomore Shannon Clark in the
fwo-mile and mile, Gunn’s Tanya Bynoe in
the 400 and 800 and Palo Alto freshman
Laura Van in the 100 and 200. Gunn’s Dan-
ette Vercher won the discus and placed
second in the shot put.

In the boys’ meet, Milpitas’ Louis Fort-
- man won the 100, 200 and 400 and also ran

a leg for the Trojans’ winning mile relay
team. Los Altos’ Tyler Burke won both hur-

dles and ran a strong anchor to heip the _

Eagles’ mile relay team take second.

Santa Clara’s Eric Volta won the shot at
56-10 with Los Altos’ Jack Mohr placing
second. The order was reversed in the dis-
cus. '

Fortman ran the 400 for the first time

i, =,

@ Prep scoreboard — C-7

this season and was timed in 48.67, one of
the fastest times in the Central Coast Sec-
tion this yvear. Gunn's Dave Campbell took
second in 50.67 after appearing to tire.

Campbell outdueled Mountain View's
Rich Clark in an exciting 800. Clark held
the lead for all but the final 200 meters,
running a 55.6 split for the first 400. Camp- |
bell (1:56.9) was able to overcome Clark
(1:57.3) during the final stretch, however.

Clark, however, came back to win the
1,600 in 4:25.28.

Burke’s 39.6 in the 300 hurdles was par-
ticularily satisfying for the junior because
he had to recover this spring from a pulled
hip muscle that deprived him of 2 month of i

_training. J



