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Cleveland should star, but team track titles up in air

By KEVIN WOODWARD
.- Sentinel Staff Writer

APTOS — Soquel High's multi-talented
Johnny Cleveland is favored to win four
individual events Saturday at the Santa
Cruz Coast Athletic League Track and

iships at Cabrillo College.

In Thursday's trials, Cleveland turned
in the top qualifying times in both the 100
meters (11.0) and 220-yard dash (22.2).
Although field events were not contested,
Cleveland is also favored to win the long
jump and triple jump at Saturday’s finals.
The defending state long jump cham-
pion, Cleveland has lept 24-9% this season
and 40 feet even in the triple jump. He is

the defending SCCAL titlist in both events.
Cleveland aj to be

in god form,
despite recently having missed some
scheduled practice workouts e
competition.

““We won't run Cleveland in a relay,”
said Soquel Coach Mark McConnell. “He
can score more (team) points for us as an
individual than he_can in a relay. We're
going for the team championship.

Soquel and North Monterey County are
expected to battle it out for the boys'
varsity tean title, with San Lorenzo Val-
ley a darkhorse.

In the girls’ varsity team chase, Harbor
and North County are both even bets, with

Soquel and SLV expected to fight it out for
third

‘The SCCAL championship meet will de-

termine the officialleage champin; e

‘meet results are not considered. The
Nouh County boys and the SLV girls were
both unbeaten in dual meet competition
this season.

Another individual expected o pile up
some points for Soquel is distance runner
Marc Goulet, who owns season-best times
in the 800 meters (1:58), mile (4:21) and
two-mile (9:24).

Leading the Norh County tor wil %
hurdler Juan Quintero, who
beat in both the 110-meter m hrdies

and 300-meter intermediate hurdles. Quin-
tero has run the highs in a season-best 14.6
and the intermediates in 398 While
Cleveland owns the SCCAL's best time in
the intermediates, McConnell said
Cleveland isn't going to run in the event
Saturday.

‘‘He prefers the 100 meters and 220-yard
dashes,"" said McConnell. "It appears as if
nobody will beat him on Saturday."

A major surprise in the girls' varsity
competition Thursday was Soquel's
Barbara Schmidt — out-leaning Aptos’
Jessica Johnson at the tape in the 100-
‘meter low hurdles. Johnson, recovering
from a bout with mononucleosis she ex-

perienced earlier in the season and did not
begm competing until only a few weeks

'Jemu s not herself right now, so it
should be interesting in the finals,” said
McConnell of Johnson, the defending Cen-
tral (‘nlll Section champion in the 200
meters. “No one's eonnunl her out,
though, that's for sure,

Johnson, Kelly Blafield of Harbor and
freshman Mona Carnero of North County
are expected to battle it out in both the 100
meters and 220-yard dashes.

Besides Blafield, who owns the season’s
top times in both the 200 meters (26.3) and
400 meters (59.17). Harbor's attack is also

Cleveland, Blaﬁeld star in meet

Continued from Page D1

we're going to

powered by distance runner Kelly Ilnicki.
Going into the meet, Inicki has turned in
season bests in the 800 meters (2:27), mile
(5:11) and two-mile (12:25).

In the 300-meter low hurdles, SLV's
Christi Bentley was fastest qualifier (49.0)
and bettered her own school record by 15
seconds

The top five finishers in all varsity
events qualify for the Region IV meet on
May 12 at Hartnell College in Salinas,

The SCCAL Championships are to get
underway with the field events at 10 & m
Saturday. The running events are set to
begin at 1 p.m

d from the 800," explained
T could barely get out of the
the 100, S0 everyone had a jump

ary McConnell, a Harbor assistant,
was confident -| that ;mm 1 think

win_ the
lonship now,” b said, “Kely Tnick)
can jog and win the mile. If Soquel

Soquel’s Johany Cleveland long jumped 24-0)4, winning the event.

take second and third, we will win." races in similar fashion. “'She just runs  of the shortened distance.
icki did win the mile (as she had the
second

with Lne lnden until the last lap and .
i e et e i G By 3 b comptin, N g
and places were captured by Enzweiler. “The two-mile run isn't even a2y cchol record height of 65
Soquel 10 cancel out any chance 3 workout for her.” r at school-record height of

‘The day belonged to the legions from
North County as they invaded Cabrillo
Cologe and cams sy it  mckal
of awards and the boys’ championship.
Cleveland and Blafield led the individual

on a day that went pretty
much as was expected.

‘That wrapped it up for the Harbor girls,
but they did go on to win the mile relay
for a final total of 108 points, while North
County recorded 91; Soquel was third at

Watsonville's Susan Prajak won two
field events. She threw the shot put 310
and the descus at 104-0%. Marello Prep's
Gina Starr won the 300-meter low hur-
dles o be Ui conmeativeyor with

ime of

Dnicki ran her mile and two-mile 46.8 — but that was aiso because

[ripe—— [pe——

Santa Cruz' Chris Francis, left, cleared 6-5 to win the high jump, and Aptos’ Larry Gonzales, right, went 13-3 o win the pole vault.




