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You name it, Dietrich does it

By Bill Zavestoski

11°8 not easy beme a full
time college student. It's
even maore  difficul
Lrying (o hﬂ:p up the l{uu[i
grades while competing
im & varsity sport, Throw
m o joby op the side amnd
the going can ged really
rough

San Diego State coed
Donna Dietrich knows
what it’s like, She not onky
attends  clhsses  on
Montezuma Mesa, but
finds the time to excel at
Iwo sporis for the Arlecs
while holding down two
jobs as well. How's that
for learning, churning
and earning?

What makes 0 even
maore complicated 18 the
faet that her two sports,
track and field and
badminton, Fun con
currently during the
spring semesier, This
makes for some rather
unusiudl poad teips

Take the first weekend
in March, for example,
Donna competed in the
Association for  In-
tercollegiate Athletics for
Women (AIAW) National

Badminton  Champion-
ships on  Thursday,
Friday, and Saturday in
Columbus,  Mississippi
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Donna Dietrich

She theén hopped a plane
lor the West Coast,
hoping to arrive in Long
Beach in time for & track
meet there af 10 am
Sunday

AFTER FLYING mos)
of the night and doing
her werm-up exereises at
LA Internstionsl  Ale-

rt, she arrived in Long
each 10 minutes &fler
the San Diego State
women's ireck team had
left. "“That was the day
they had tfornade war-
nings up there and the
meel had to be can-

celled,” said Dietrich. “1

was lucky I ran into
somebody | knew in Long
Beach and caught a ride
back to San Diego."
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Lonna doesn’t seem (o
b spreading herself. (oo
Ihin in either sparl. She
and leammate Thenesa
MeCarty finished fourth
in dotbles competilion (n
Mississippi, leading San
[Mego State e o sixth
place finish among 18
schonls.  Dietrich wis
second in singles and firat
i doubles play @t the
Calilornia Stale
Colleglote Champion-
ships in 1976, her last foll
season of  badminton
rompetition balore
returning to the sport this
yiear

IN HER other sport,
Donna  ls among the
nation’s top collegiate
womes jnvelln throwers.
In fact, the May issue of
Trock & Field News lists
her seasan’s best of 105
10°z as the sixth best toss
in America  this. vear,
behind only two other
waomen who share the top
five throws She has
excecded |he qualifying
mark for this month's
ALAW Nalional
Champlonships by
almost 3 feet and (& an
exeellent discus thrower
ns well

When she's nol in
¢lasses on  Monday,

Wednesday, and Priday,
or ol trock or badminton
practice llrack In the
afternoon, badminton in
the evening), she assists
with the badminton
coaching duties  at
Grossmaont College, and
acte  as a  sales
representative  ialong
with other Azlec women
athletesi lor an auto paint
sealant  manufocturer,
Alter graduation from
Santana High where she
wiis most valuable tennis,
softball, snd basketball
player, Donna sdded
MVP awards in vollevball
and badminton while
linishing third in the
javelln in the ALAW
Matiopals.  while  at
Grossmont College. She
then took four years off
from the books to rum @
renting alable Gt Lhe
Sherilton Valley Haneh in
Descanso before
enrolling at State.
What have all these
experiences taught her?
“I've  learped 1 can
compete in two ris at
§ but It's EI::l“ilfrlmn
while working two jobs,"
said Donne, 1 haven't
bieen able 1o do justice Lo
my sports. 1'll never
again take on as much as
I have ihis semesier.”





