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CANBERRA,OCT. 30/ %1--"The Hrand new %00.000 dollar Olmyprene track at
the six-million National 3tadium had it's first major test at the Aus-
traiian selection trials for the %*rd Pan facific Games Conference on
Dec. 3/4.

Hot and windy conditions were not conducive for fast times, hut the
track is good. Some of the nations' topn athletes did not take part
through injuries. '

Twenty-two men and thirteen women were chosen. The biggest shock was
the omission of Raelene Boyle, who, owing to Jlittle training and a
sore leg, finished a close third in the 100m and withdrew from 200m.
However, Raelene has never let Austra’ia down and it is hard to reason
with the selectors 1logic to leave her out of team., Raelene now is det:
mined more than ever to retain the national titles next March and to
bid for gold medals at the 1978 C mmonwealth Yames at Edmonton.

The best men's mark at the trials was Don Commons regular 7J ol 16..5

Bev F rancis (22) set new SP record of 16.42 and Denise Robertson
showed some of her old form with 23.1 for 200m.
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One of the T?ﬁds at the trials was Lon Wrigﬁt. Unly 18 and having
his 5th run over the high hurdles, he dead-heated into a holding wii
with Warr : rc,who on Oc*lgivgpal*eu Max Binnington's nat.rec. of
13.5 8% ydney *x%#Melh.0ct.8 -- Early pre-scason meet: 100m Peter Bat-
Ten 10.5% Colin McQueen 47.1. Meib.17.10-5000m David Chettle
14,082, 3000m~,. Bob Hendy 8.48.4, Brian Lewry 8.57.8. HT Gus Puor
6%3.,00. Melb.2..lo-- 100m Barry Besunko 10.5. 400m Peter Fitzgerald
4725 1T Puopo¢o 6%.40. women--100m/200m Robertson 11.7/2%¢4. 100m!
daye Dell 14.,1. SP Mulhall 15.94, Francis 15.81. DT Mulhall 51.92. JT¥
Matthews 5%.54. HJ K. Soanes, C. Soanes 1.69. ¥** Dlace marks at *the
trials included--400m heats 46.7 Willis, 46.8 Higham 47.5 B. lListon,
47.6 Torny Hodgins. TJ McGrath's 16.10w (best legal 15.92). WHJ 4.Vane-
saa Browne (14) 1.70 (did 1.74 on 31..10 at WA schools champs, Perth),
1.7C Joanne Sweetman. WJT 4. J. Dbarcy 45.72. S.Mary Thomas 44.008.
Latest news—--Feter Farmer coming back to Australia for good, but hHon
Baird will not make +aci fic Games and Helen Merriman included in tear.

Australian perform:ances at home since end of 1976/77 season, 400m Chum
Darvall (19),Bri. 17.5, 46.9; 1M Bruce Petts 4.03.6, Ben. 11.4; mara-
thon, nat.ch. at cressy, 6.8.: bob Wallace 2.20.11, George Scfianos
2.20.35, Neil Gale 2.22.41, Bob Guthriw 2.23.0l. John Farrington did
2.22.46, Ade.18.6. 20,000m walk: Willi Sawal 1.31.35, Tim Ericksor
1.35,16, D. Smith 1.%5.56--Melb.24.4. Sawall did 1.32.04 on *“rack at
Melb. on 19.6 -nd Erickson 1.%4.42. 5 0,000m: Sawall 4.05.54, Me'b
10.7. and Tim Erickson 4.17.15, Kli: ab@*h 6.8. WDT Mulhall 53%.%6,
Melb., 9.7.



