Balboa wins AAA finals

with stirring relay finish

By King Thompson
The AAA All-City track fi-

nals have come down to the:

last event of the day, with
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5, Lincoln; 6, Galileo.
Team scoring — 1. Balboa 151,
2 Wilson 149: 3 Mrssmn 48;

Balboa and Wilson tied for
the varsity title. The winner
of the mile relay will be
crowned City champ.

More than 1000 fans stand
on the old wooden benches
at Kezar Stadium. The ex-
citement is almost tangible.

Bang! The race is on. Bal-
boa’s Kenneth Morgan runs
an excellent first leg in 49.5,
giving Glenn Williams a
three-yard lead. Williams
loses a little ground, but

Balbhoa is still ahead at the
beginning of the third lap.

Wilson’s Maurice Peoples
comes out blazing, however,
and the Warriors hold a
10-yard lead as the gun lap
begins.

Bang! Wilson’s Charles
Hatch opens up an even big-
ger lead. He is ahead by 20
yards going into the final
turn. The Bues’ Rich Me-
Gee starts to close the
gap. He keeps coming, com-
ing ever closer as the crowd
‘screams encouragement,
His long strides are eating
up the ground. With 80 yards
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to go, McGee whizzes past
Hatch. McGee wins by 10
vards. Balboa wins by two
points. The crowd goes wild.

“Veah, it looked pretty
hopeless going inte that last
furn,” McGee said after-
wards. “But I just said to
myself, no matter how far
you're hehind, you just don’t
give up. There’s one thing
I'm not, and that’s a quit-
fer.”

While the meet was  de-
cided by the mile relay,
Balboa Coach Carson En-
glish thought that. the 180
low hurdles was the actual
furning point.

“T had us figured to lose
by seven points,” he said.
“But those 180 lows were a
real-key. I figured we’d get
ahout three points out eof it,
but (Willie) McCoy and (Nor-
vell) Hammon gof us 10 by
coming in third and fourth.”

Another big reason for
Balboa’s victory was John
Sweeney’s double win in the
mile and two-mile runs. The
Bucs also did well in the pole
vault, taking 22 of 31 points.
Only other Bal victory was
Willie Nevels® discus throw
of 165-814.

As expected, Wilson’s Mi-
chael Farmer won both
dashes, but his times of 9.9
in the 100 and 21.8in the 229
were considerably off his
season bests of 9.4 and 20.8.

The day was not a com-
plete disappointment for
Hatch as he high jumped 6-9
to set a meet record. Only
other meet record was set
by Teddy Banayat of Wilson
(45-11%% in the triple jump).



