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BY HARLEY TINKHAM

Times Staff Writar

David predicted he'd bheat Goliath
Friday night. That got Goliath mad.

Goliath is George Woods, a 6-2 290~
pounder from Illinois who brake the
world record in the shot put three
times in the Times Indoor Games,
winding up the night with the
mightiest heave in the history of the
event, 72 feet 2 3/4 inches.

Before a crowd of 14,084 at the
Forum, Woods shattered his world
indoor record of 70-41% and also bet-
tered the world outdoor record of
T1-7 set last year by Pacific Coast
Club teammate Al Feuerbach.

Woods, the biggest competitor in
the house, later had to share world
record honors with the littlest, 15-
year-old, 92-pound Mary Decker,

who won the women's 880 in 2:06.7,

Miss Decker, winning by 50 yards,
eclipsed the indoor record of 2:07.3,
shared by former Olympic champion
Madeline Manning and Doris
Brown, It was the second world rec-
ord in three weeks for the pig-tailed
lass from Garden Grove. She set a
1,000-y ard record in the Sunkist
meet at the Sports Arena.

The mile was won by North Caro-
lina's Tony Waldrop in meet record
time of 3:58.3 after a rodeo-like per-
formance that saw him knock Steve
Prefontaine off the track on the final
lap.

Prefontaine was second in 3:59.5,
followed by New Zealand's John
Walker in 4:01.0. The old meet rec-
ord was 3:58.9 v,et by Jim Beatty in
1962.

Feuerbach, labeling himself David,

i

predicted earlier in the vveek he
would end Woods' streak’ of five
straight indoor victories. Buf the 30-
year-old Woods, who outweighs
Feuerbach by 45 pounds, never gave
his lighter rival a chance—although

Feuerbach wound up with his best -

ever indoors, 70-4 1/4.

Woods, who turns 31 Monday,
opened the competition with a rec-
ord throw of 70-512, He didn't even
remove his sweatshirt, He fouled on
his next try, then went 69-0 3,/4, 70-9
and 72-23/4.

After the big one, he took a victory
lap, waving his mighty arms in the
air, then called it a night, passing h1<;
gixth and final throw

The record was no surprise to Pa-
cific Coast Club coach Tom Jen-
nings. Before the season started,
Woods, who works as an admissions

coungelor at Southern Illinois, wrote
to Jennings and said, "Tell Mr. Shot
Put he'd better be ready."

Mr, Shot Put is—or was—Feuer-
hach, who last year was rated No. 1
in the world after breaking Randy
Matgon's six-year-old outdoor record
of 71-51,

Woods' mark also surpassed the
world professional indoor record of
T0-10 1/4 set last 3ear by Brian Old-
field.

Woods, Whn once had pro foothall
ambitions but gave them up, says he
has no intention of joining the pro
track cireuif. He is a two-time Olym-
pie Games gilver medalist, losing at
Munich on a confroversial ruling
when his best throw hit the flag
marking the throw of Poland's Wla-
dyslaw Komar, the Olympic cham-
pion,
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Woods wants that gold medal and
promises to be at Montreal in 1978.

In the mile, Prefontaine appeared
headed for his third straight Times
victory when he shot to a 5-yard
lead over Walker with 112 laps to
go. Waldrop, however, was just get-
ting warmed up,

The 22-year-old North Carolina se-
nior also went by Walker and quick-
ly drew abreast of Prefontaine. As
they came off the first turn of the
last lap, Waldrop cut in on Prefon-
taine, causing the Oregon runner to
break stride, and it was all over,

Even without the foul, W aIdrnp no
doubt would have been the winner.
He was full of run while Prefontaine
obviously was laboring.

Please Turn to Page 4, Col. 2

WoodsPUts the Arm ‘'on World Record m72 9

3
4

cC

Los Angeles Times

i

BUSINESS & FINANCE

PART 1l =l

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 1974

.




l'

.

1‘:: i

Woods Breaks

Al Records
for Shot Puf

Continued from First Page

Prefontaine set most of
the pace, although Walker
took over for a lap coming
up to the three-quarters
mark, The fractions were
59.0, 1:59.6 and 3:00.3.

For Waldrop, it was his
fourth straight sub-4-min-
ute cloakmg this winter.

His previous best was

3:58.9. _
Walker, the Common-

wealth silver medalist in
~ the 1,500 meters when he

chased Tanzania's Filbert
Bayi to a world record of
3:32.2, arrived here Friday

. morning after a 15-hour
- flight from New Zealand.

~ On Thursday he ran a

~ 3:56.0 mile in Auckland,
. The Tlmes meet was his
first indoor race ever.

Walker's New Zealand
teammate, Dick Tayler,
also was making his first
start on the boards, and he
‘made it a winning one in
the two-mile, The 25-year-
old rancher had the race
-all to himself, winning by
alapin8:35.6.

 Tayler, in the Common-
wealth Games- at Christ-
church, won the 10,000

- meters over a field that in-
cluded world record-hold- -

er Dave Bedford of Eng-
iand .
Most exeiting race of the

night was the high school
two-mile, won hy Laguna
Beach's

golf caf) Dave Wottle-
style, became the first
high school sophemore to

- break 9 minutes indoors.

In the 60-yard dash,
world record-holder Herb
‘Washington continued his
. indoor mastery of Steve
. Williams, winning in a
- meet record«equahnv 6.0.
‘Williains, a notoriously
slow starter, appeared to
get off even with Wash-

@ingt_o'n but gave away 2

feet as they straightened
_up and got very little of it
“back in the final drive.
“Washington, self-pro-
claimed "chairman of the

‘boards," said he slipped on
- his second step out of the
blocks "or I might have

threatened my world rec-

,.ord of 5.8."

. Williams, co-holder of
the outdoor 100-yard dash
- record of 9.1, said, "I need
62 yards indoors to win
- against Washington."

Injuries and illnesses

=:'took their toll at the meet,

Olympic champion Ran-

dy Williams was foreed to

withdraw from the long

- tor at 2_:)-7

Eric Hulst in 2

Hulst, 16, wht) wears a-_'

A STEP FROM HOME—-Dick Tayler prepares to

 break the tape in 2-mile run Friday night at Times
Indoor Games. Tayler, of New Zealand, turned

i u\wlnmng time - at the Forum of 8§:35.6.
: E ¢ ’I‘imes photo by Art Rogers
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jump wnh vl leg 1n_|ury

The winner was former

Redlands star Jerry Proc-

000- yard run, pulled out.
because of illness. Steve
Bence of Oregon won the'
race 1n 2413 !

The 600-yard favorite,

Marcello Fiasconaro of

Italy, decided to race de-

. spite a leg injury and

wound up a distant fourth
in 1:12.3. The winner was
Jim Bolding of the Pacific
Coast Club in 1:10.9.

But, all in all, it was a
night to remember.

Mr. Woods, improving
with age, appears ready to
join Parry O'Brien and
Randy Matson as undis-
puted rulers of the shot
put. Goliath, when he gets
mad, is an awesome Sight

Look for him at Mon-
treal.
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"C" track,

ﬂbs ANGELES TIMES INDCOR GAMES; Los Angeles, Feb, 8,
att: 14,084, 144

60 - Washington (unatt) 6.0
2. S. Williams (SD St) 6.1

500 - Farmer (LA SW JC) 57.1
2. Singletary (SoCal Coll) 57.6

600 - Bolding (PCst) 1:10.5
2. W, Williams (SDTC) 1:11.2
--- 4, Fiasconaro (Italy) 1:12,%

1000 - Bence (Ore) 2:11.3

mile - Waldrop (No Car) 3:58,% (59.%, 2:00. 1 %:00.5)
2. Prefontaine (OremC) %2:59.5 (59.0, 1:59,6, %:00.%
3, Walker (New Zeal) 4:01.,0 (59.2, 1:59.8, %:00,4)
4, Hilton (PCst) 4:01. :
5. Feig (Ore) 4:07.7

2mi - XEX¥EX Tayler (NZ) 8:%35,6 (led all the way @ 6%.7, 2:07.%, %:11.0,
4:15.5, 5:18.8, 6:24,2, 7:%30.6)
2. C. Stewart (GBrit) 8:49.6
%, Ndoo (EnNMex/Ken) 8:49.6
4, D, Williams (EnNMex) 8:52.0
5. Maplestone (EnWashSt/GB) 8:5%,2
6. T, Williams (Cregon) 8:55.4

60HHE - White (Strid)
2. Rich (CaliInt) 7.1
2. Washington (SnEal)
4, Robinscn (Cal Int)

~3-3
N O

Hts. T- White 7.1
II- Rich 7.2

HJ - Undexwocd (ArizSt) 7 2 (% tries @ 7-4%, none close)
2. Brown (Strid) 7-0
%. Stones (GlenCC) 7-0
4, Fletcher (Strid) 7-0
5. Gavrilov (SU) 7-0

PV- Isakov (SU) 17-4

. Isaksson (Strid/Swe) 17-0
Carrigan (PCst) 17-0
Richards (PCst) 17-0
Pullard (ShCal) 16-6

Niwa (Japan) 16-0 nh Hamer, Tracanelli, Lagerqvist

AP AN



Sums 2-2-2-2

G lal)  22-2
LJ - Proctor (Strid) 25-7 5 me””mi(g g0k
2. Moore (SDTC) 25-6 %/4 s Harderar (50 Gl)
%. Baumgarther (WGer) 24-8
A, Whitley (CallInt) 24-7

SP - Woods(PCst) 72-2 %/4 (70-5%, f, 69-0 %/4, 70-9, 72-2 %/4, p)
© 2. Feuerbach (PCst) 70-4% (68-1, 67-5%, 67-0%, 67-10, f, T70-4%1)

%. Albritton (unatt) 64-5 [eise €3-7% FR)
miR - Southern Cal  %:20.7%
2mi R - Arigona State T:45,2

spr medley (440, 160, 160, 1000) - Occidental 3%:%8,7



