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Homestead track team captures Blos

SAN JOSE — A lot of faces
were different but the results
were about the same Saturday
' as Homestead High School cap-
tured the team ftitle in the Blos-
som Hill Relays at Leigh High
for the second straight year.

The steady if not spectacular
Mustangs used team depth to
pile up 39 points. Leigh, losing
mainly underclassmen, finished
a surprising second with 31.

Top individual marks came
from Gunn’s Tom Birtwhistle
and Fremont’s Russ Royal.

Birtwhistle, who has thrown
the discus farther than any prep
in the nation this year with a
195-4 effort, tossed a wooden
discus 180-1 to set a meet and
stadium record Saturday.

Birtwhistle was flinging a
rubber discus when he set his
prep record but switched to the
wooden one because he felt it
would add distance.

The Gunn senior will be back

league, Central Coast Section
and state meet competition is
underway.

His winning toss Saturday
sailed out of the measured area
of 180 feet and hit the concrete
retaining ring hard enough to
chip a piece of the wooden plat-|_
ger

Royal, who goes higher as the
weather gets warmer, soared to
a height of 15 feet in the pole
vault. That mark is the second
best in the state and third in
the nation as well as being a
stadium and meet record.

Homestead captured just one
first place—the two mile relay
—but the Mustangs grabbed
three seconds, a third and three
fourths to take home team hon-
ors.

The results:

440 RELAY — Cupertino 44.3; Suru'roga
4.5; Sunnnyvole 44.2; Homestead 44.5;
Westmont 45.1.

2 MILE RELAY — Homesteod 8:11.3;
Lelond 8:18.5; Lynbrook 8:19.2; Woodside
8:19.7; Freont 8:19.8.

to the rubber discus when

OPEN 2 MILE — Larson, (Fremont)

McCarthy,
10:29.

(5t. Francis) * 9:43.2; Flynn

T XTI

SHUTTLE HURDLES Gunn  40.9;
Westmont 61.8; Saratoga 63.1; Santa Clara

880 RELAY — Woodside 1:31.8; Aver |03.5; Sunnyvale 63.5.

1:31.8; Leigh 1:32.2; Wilcox 1:33.7; Sunny-
vale T1:33.1.
4 MILE RELAY Wilcox

18:27; tSl.lnnyvaie)

100-YARD DASH — Braboy (Rlordan)
0.0; Fowler (Cupertino) 10.1; Brown
10:1;  Gillick (Bellarmine)

Homestead 18:38; Riordan 18:39.5; Cuper-|10.2; Anderson (Santa Clara) 10.3.

tino 18:46.9; Mf. Pleasant 18:56.

;om Hill Relays crown |

DISCUS—Birfwhistle (Gunn) 180.1; Cov-
Allen

Waller (Homestead)

ey, Schott (Homesread), ' 160-9;
(Saratoga) ~ 159-10;

158-2; Bassoni (Camden) 159-9

LONG JUMP — Buser (Leigh) 23-134;
Martin

(Ayer) 22-9%:; Anderson (Gunn) 21-1%2;

Freeman (Santa ‘Clara) 23-0;

Mounton (Hill) 21-11.

9:37.0; Ferguson, (Homesteod) 9:38.3;

MILE REI..AY — Leigh 3:28.2; Prospect

\

3:30.1; Wilcox 3:30.8; Westmoor 3315'
Lincoln 3:32.8.

OPEN MILE RELAY~Lynbrook 3:31.5;
Westmont 3:27.1; Homestead 3:35.5. |
PENTATHLON — Swann, (Serra) 349
pts.; Pluckebaum (Los Gates) 369; Nor-|
berg (Gunn) 358; Follett (Branham) 362; |
Ogilvie (Branham) 341.. |

Green (Wotdside)  13-0;

larmine) 12-6.

den) 6-3; Wyrick
Anderson (Gunn) é-1.

(M.

POLE VAULT — Royal (Fremont) ;15-0;
Groat! (Leigh)
12-11%&; Smith (Leland) 12-6; Brown (Bel-

HIGH JUMP — Landman (Blackford)
4-4; Ogden (Lincoln) &-4; Goecher (Cam-|56-6%; King (Mf. View) 54-3%%; Himan,
Pleasant)  6-3; Ii

TRIPLE JUMP ~- Freemon (sun!m
Clara) 47-3%%; Moulton (Hill) 458%; Mill<
er (Leigh) 45-2%; Brown (Westmoor)
44-5; Bourdeau (Westmont) 43-10%z,

‘SHOT PUT — Himan, Barry (Lelgh}

Brion (Leigh) 52-10%; Bernal (So. Sa
Fran.} 51-8%2; Callero (Rlordan) 51-8.



ssom’

After missing once at 14-3, he
made 14-6, and then his winning
vault of 15-0 on first attempts.

“That was the best jump I've
had all year,” he related. “I felt
I was over about eight inches.”

Royal is gunning for a 16-foot
vault in the State Meet, a mark
he claims will win the event.
“Then I want to make the 1972
Olympics,” he added.

Only one other meet record
was topped and that came in
the pentathlon where junmiors
Vince Pluckebaum and Lynn
Swann tied for first with 369

| points. Pluckebaum of Los
Gatos scored heavily in the

- shot put and 886 while Swann
was at his best in the long
jump and 100-yard dash.

Swann, a two-time All-Central
Coast football player for Serra
and an All-West Catholic League
basketball star, recorded a long
jump of 23-13%:—a mark which
would have tied him with
nghs Jim Buser in the upen
long jump.



Homestead Cops

By CHET WOOD
Mercury-News Sports Writer

After proving “they are the
area’s best in their respective
events, Tom Birtwhistle and
Russ Royal are changing weap-
ons in an effort to become the
best in the state.

Both reaffirmed their lofty
positions Saturday in the sixth
annual Blossom Hill Relays at
Leigh.

Gunn’s Birtwhistle, the na-
tion's leading prep discus
thrower with a 195-4 effort this
season, hurled his wooden plat-
ter 180-1 to set a meet and
stadium record.

BIRTWHISTLE, ROYAL STAR

And Royal, who Friday went
14-9 in a dual meet for Fremont,
cleared 15 to up his Ieading
Central Coast Section mark. The
effort, which is second best in
the state and third in the nation,
also established meet and sta-
dium standards.

Immediately after each win-
ning effort, the victors an-
nounced a change in tools.

But Homestead refused to
change and used the same
formula—depth—it relied on last
year to capture a second
straight Relays championship.
Leigh unleashed its talented
underclassmen fo finish a sur-
prising second with 31 points,

only eight behind the winners.

Birtwhistle fired his nation-
leading 19544 with a rubber
discus but switched to a wooden
platter, which is supposed to
add distance.

“But it bothered the flight,”
Birtwhislte related. “I just
haven’t been able fo do well

with it. I have small hands

and just can’t comtrol this
wooden dise.”

Even if he had been success-
ful with the wooden platter,
Birtwhistle would have had to
change following the Blossom
Hills meet. The throwing area is

lo

only 180 feet and his winning
toss sailed onto the concrete
ring surrounding the track and
a chunk was chipped out of his
discus.

Birtwhistle believes once he
gets back to using the rubber
discus he can reach his goal of
205 before the State
“Then I don't care what I throw
in the State Meet as long as I
win.”

Royal also cited a state cham-
pionship as his reason for
switching to a new pole Monday.

“This pole is bending foo
much, I'm going to get a
catapult,” Royal said.
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Blossom Hills Relays

Winners and local placers: 440 rel —
Cupertino 44.3; 2 mile rel — Homestead
_B:11.3, 4. Woodside 8:19.7; 2 mile—Lar-
son (Fremont) 9:37.0, 3. McCarty (St
Froncis) 9:43.2; 880 rel — Woodside
1:31.8; 4 mile rel—Wilcox 18:27; 480
HHR — Gunn 60.%9; 100 — Broboy (Rior-
dan) 10.0, 4. Gillick (Bellarmine) 10.2;
Mile rel—Lynnbrook 3:26.5; Penfathlon—
tie between Swann (Serra) and Plucken-
boum (Los Gatos) 369 ptfs., 3. Norberg
(Gunn) 366; Dis — Birtwhistle (Gunn)
180-1; LJ — Buser (Leigh) 23-134, 4. An-
derson (Gunn) 21-11%; PV — Royal (Fre-
ment) 150, Z. Ogren (Wood) 13-0, 5.
Brown (Bell) 12-6; HJ — Landman
(Blackford) 64, 5. Anderson (Gunn) é-1;
TJ — Freeman (Santa Clara) 47-3%; 5 P
— Himan (Lelgh) 56-624.

TEAM SCORES !leaders): Homestead
39, Leigh 34, Wilcox 20, Woodside 18,
Gunn 18.

FROSH-5GPH: Woodside plocers: 880
rel — 3. 1:36.4; Dis Med Rel — 5. 11:20.4;
Mile rel —I1. Fuller, Legg, Murphy, San-
vidotti 3:37.5.



- Buser’s mark, the best in the”
CCS this year, was one of three
first place finishes by Leigh.

Barry Himan produced one of

the wins with a 56-6%4 effort: in

the shot while the Longhorns’

mile relay quariet recorded the

other with a 3:28.1 clocking.
| Homestead managed only one

first place, in the two-mile relay
\where they notched an 8:11.3

etfort. But, the Mustangs posted

three seconds, a third and three

fourths to nab meet honors.

440 RELAY — Cupertino 44.3; Sarafoaa
44.5; Sunnyvale 44.2; Homestead “d4.8;
Westmont 45.1.

2 MILE. RELAY — Homestead 8311.3;
Leland 8:18.5; Lynbrook 8:19.2; Woodside

8:19.7; Fremont 8:19.8. i

OPEN 2 MILE = Larson, (Fremoni)
$:37.0; Feraguson, (Homestead) 9:38.3;
J\;\cCarthv, (5t. Francis) 9:43.2; " Flynn
{rlomes tead) 9:43.2; Davis (Prospect)

relay — Woodside, 1:31.8; Aver
1: 3] B, Ielgh 1:32.2; Wilcox 1:32.7; Sunny-

vale 1

4 MILE RELAY — Wilcox 18:27;
Homesfead 18:38; Riordan 18:39.5; Cuper-
tino 18:46.9; Mi. Pleasant 18:56.

S-HUTT].E HURDL ES Gunn 0.9;
Wetmont 61.8; Saraioga 63.1: Santa Clara
£3.5; Sunnvvale 63.8

160-YARD ASH — Braboy “(Riordan}
]o.D: Fowler (Cupertina) 10.1; Brown
Sunnyale) 10.1; Gullu:k (Bellﬁrmlnc} 10.2;
nderson (Santa Clra)

MILE LAY — Lelgh 3 28.2; Proaaeci
3:30.1; Wilcox 3:30.8; Westmoor "3:31.6
Lincoln 3:32.8.

OPEN MILE RELAY —. ‘Lynbrook
3:26.5; Westmont 3:27.1; Homestead

‘PENTATHLON — Swann, {Serra} 169
|pts.; Pluckebaum (Los Gatos) 369; Nor-
| berg (Gunn) 363, Follett (Branham} 362;
'Ogliv:e {F.I.ra ham) 3&1.

DISCUS — Blrrhisrle [Gunn) 180-1; Cov-
ey, Schaott (Homestead!, l_% Allen
(saratoga) 159-10; Waller ( estead)
158-2; Bassoni (Camden) 149-9.

LONG JUMP _— Busér (Lejgh) 23 l%.
Freeman (Santa Clara) 230; Mar
(Ayer) 22-9V4; Andereon {Gunn] 2111‘ z,
Mounton (Hill] 21-11.

POLE VAULT — Roval (Fremont 15 ﬂ,
Green {(Woodside) 13-0; Groat (Leigh)
12-11%8; Sr:?rgh (Leland) 12-6; Brown (Bel-

larmine) 1

HIGH JUMP — Landman (Blackford)
6-4; Ogden (Lincoln) é-4; Goecher (Cam-
den) 6-3; an:k fMt. Pleasant) 6-3;
Anderson_(Gunn) &

TRIPLE JUMP b Freeman {Santa
cra.—a) 47-33; Moulron (Hill} 45-8%4; Aill-
{Leigh) 45-2 Brown (Westmoor)

445 Bourdeay (Wesfmnn‘r} 43—10'!;.- i
SHOT PUT Himan, Barry (Lelgh)
156:6%; King (Mt. View) 54-3%; Himan,
B-nan (Leigh) 52-1014; Bernal iSo‘ San
Fran.) 51 avz, Callero (Riordan) 51-8.




kpril 76 1969 SLOSSUM RILY LEpAYS SEGONG TEAS PLAGE

540 -Relad Trdsi ) Okeaimurs 11,7, dMiller 11.3, Reed Tom 11.4, Buser 2313 11.5
580 Rulay Tadal 1:33.7 Fom lsed 23.7, Thigl 23.2idller 23,5, Buser 23.3
#80 Relay "inal 1:31.9 37d Flace B2eson John 22.7, Thisl 242, ¥iller 21.8
_ Fuser, Jim 23.2
Mile Relay i:26:1 3rd Flace Beeson John '53.5, Thexl 52,9, ¥iller 51.4
. biser, Jim 50,3 :
Four Jldle {lslay 19:03 FHon Stoub 4:43.7, Bellah Jack 4.48.7, Rothlisberger L:50
Jeff Hamilton L:40.9 K
¥wo Mile Felay 9:07-1 Fontes 2:21.6, Kilmer Kevin 2:1i.Z2, Neuswander Eru 2:18
Gargan 2:13.3 -

Shuttl= Hurcles ﬁgag-sngy 16.7 Wilson 15:2, Dineson 15.8; Cabrera 15.0
e )
143

3hot. Barry Himan lst Place 56'C 3/4", Brian Himan 3rd 52° 10"
Leng Juap Jim Huser istc Plsca 231 3/4",
Triple Jum; Rick #3ller 3rd Place wj'24™, Seay Phil 411837
High Jump Pnil Seay 5'BT
Pole Vault Steve Groat 3rd Place 12'i1 778n
ODiscua Barry Hira 1345'8%
Pentashlon Steve Mitchell 6th Place 333 Points .
100 Dash 10.6, High Jump 56" Shot 37'4"
Lonz Jump 2017 880 Yard Run 2:17,9

Paul Begeson  10th Place 277 Pointa
100 Dash 11.3 hl%h Jump ST4"  Shot F2L1"
Long Jump 18%*1". BBG Ysrd Run 2:22.5

FROSAR/SOPE DIVISION

st HMedley 11:41. Jolinson #88 1320 3:36, Mrdutt 8803313

- Maprimeb, 5.9 40, Mile Woodfill %:52.5
Mile Kelay 3:4 5.4 Mirvamontes 55.0, “rdutt 564, Parch 58.2, Martinm 548
380 Relay 1:39.2 Mira 26 .6, Turco 25,0 Mrdutt 23.5, Martin M 23.3
40 Rulay 48,1 Mira 1l.6, Turner 129, Turso IZ2.2° Barch Liib

TSTENDING FERPURGANCES R

*his was a Cremendoud tean affort. liany great performances,

Jim Buser's Winnirgz long Jump, His fine archor legs in the 380 and kile relays
Rick Hiller's 3rd Place Triple Jump and his legs of ths 880 and Mile relay

John Tlegsorns fine 220 and his good effert in the 440 only the third time he has
vun ' a EEC. Barry Himan's ooma from behind victory in the shot Barry winning pus
+a8 his lsst put. Oresz Thiel ran 3 zood racéa eveanthough he is atigl huirting
“rom chin =rauin,

Sgme fo tha i har sood efforts that shouldn't goes unnoticed are the runper of
the four aile elay Fon Stoul turrad in ancther greal race Dy runndyg §ih3 whiaeh
38 pretbty dass good form a tsckle. Freashman Jack Sellan's L:48 mile has _

to be a Food as any freshman in the Yeague, &nd Jim Hothlisharger 4:LC. 15 jusy
7 tenths of & second off his best ever. %7eve sitchell did a fine jub in tne
Pentathlon and would reve plawme in the to, five in many of the years gones by.
Tom Reed funrine when he probably ssould hiave been in bed did a pgreat Jeb in the
seinles of ihe BHO Yard “slay to ensale his tean masks to get into the finals.
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