[ 1ed: To Relay
‘ears Eve & Day

A startling sports event is sched-
:d for the entire Lake Tahoe re-
sy commencing at 11:30 pm.
adnesday, Dee. 31. This import-
; athletic endeavor will be 2
1t man relay race to be run non-
p completely argund Lake Ta-
“ distance apprmrratmg e,
80 mﬂes

Jarvey's Wagon Wheel Saleon
1 Gambling Hall situated on
shway 50 at Stateline will be the
cial sponsor of this grueling
1y marathon, and Nevada's only
rld champion, Moe Smith of Car-
\ City, the world’s light-heavy-
ight wrestling champion, will be
s official starter and timekeeper.
"he relay marathon will encom-
;s two states, Nevada and Califor-
i, and due to the unusual starting
qe at the end of 1858, will be run
‘two different calendar years,
58 and 1959. In addition it will be
4 off in two different days, Wed-
esday-and Thursday, and will take
n estimated 11 hours over all of
continuous running.

. The race will positively be held
rega1dless of snpw, rain, cold or
ice.

Here is the stor\« briefly of how
this all came about:

Two outstanding marathon dis-
tance runners, Jack DMarden and
Jerry Laird of San Jose, Calil,
came to Wagon Wheel public rela-
tions man Lew Hardy on Dec. 14,
seeking a sponsor in their desire to
bhe the “first” to engage in a mara-
thon relay race around high alti-
tude Lake Tahoe. Hardy and Wagon
Wheel owner Harvey Gross put
their stamp of approval on the
monumental athletic event, and
all important details have been
worked out as follows:

Starting time—11:30 p.m. Wed-
nesday, Dee. 31.

Starting line — Highway 50, in
front of Harvey's Wagon Wheel,
Stateline, Nev. (South Shore of
Lake Tahoe).

Race route — From Harvey’s
Wagon Wheel to Zephyr Cove,
Cave Rock, Glenbrook, Crystal
Bay, Tahoe Vista, Carnelian Bay,
Tahoe City, Homewood, Meeks
Bay, Emerald Bay, Camp Richard-
son, Al Tahoe, Bijou and back to
the Wagon Wheel at Stateline in
_that order.

(Continued on Page 2)

MARATHON
(Continued from Page 1)

time and will continue running to-
gether for the first 15 minutes in
| order to set the pace. After 15 min-
utes have elapsed, one man will
continue on alone while the other
three men will follow in an auto-
mobile. It is estimated that each
man will run for an hour before he
is relieved by a rested runner rid-
ing in the car. During the hours of
darkness the racer will run in the
headlight beam of the car bearing
the other three racers. The race
will be run non-stop and the run-
ner in action must not stop until
the man relieving him has the ba-
‘ton. In case a marathoner becomes
{tired or lame before his hour of
continuous running has elapsed, he
will signal for his relief man to
take over. The baton must be in
forward motion at all times and
absolutely no stops will be allowed

~ until the man taking over is in full

running stride.

Food and drink consisting of
roast beef, green salad (no dress-
ing), jello, orange juice and hot tea
will be eaten by the racers while
riding in the relief auto.

It is believed that this marathon

relay will establish a pioneer rec-
ord for other relay contestants to
“shoot at” and nationwide interest
and attention will no doubt focus
on the Lake Tahoe marathons as
the result of the pioneering of the
four young men who will establish
the initial record on New Year’s
Eve and the fu'st day of the new
year.
- The current weather is cool and-
mild at Lake Tahoe and a little
snow is on the peaks. Roadside con-
ditions are good on Highways 50,
28 and 89 on which this tough race
is to function. The extreme altitude
may handicap the four runners
somewhat, but they have bheen
training for months in anticipation
of this difficult feat.

Here is a_ ru,ndown on the four
men who will “pick ‘em up and lay

. relay marathon:

JACK MARDEN — 24 years old.
Graduate of College of Pacific at
Stockton. Now living at San Jose.
Holds the world’s record for 10
mile relay. Voted most valuable

track star for COP in 1957. Has run

| the measured mile in 4:14.0. Win-
ner of many other outstanding mar-

The race will be conducted as| athon and cross country races.
follows: All four marathon racers ‘

JERRY LAIRD — 22 years old.
Native of Corpus Christi, Texas. .
‘Now attending San Jose City Col-
lege. Competed on Texas cross
country championship team in
1955. Chosen to represent U. S.
Marine Corps in 1957 Boston Mara-
thon, but didn’t compete in Boston
{due to red tape at Washington,
D. C. Has covered three miles in
15:22. Presently running for Santa
Clara Youth Village, Santa Clara,
Calif. Plans on attending and com-
peting for University of Texas.

FRANK WULFTANGE—22 years
old. Sophomore in accounting at
San Jose State College. Has two
years cross country experience and
one year of track. In 1958 he gal-
loped the half-mile in 1:58.0 and
one mile in 4: 25 3. Won a mile race
at Redwood Clt.'K, Calif,, as early as
1953.

- LESDABRITZ—Myears old.
Hometown, Sacramento. Graduate

’em down” in Lake Tahoe’s pioneer |

|
will start the race at the scheduled

v

|

)

of College of Pacific, where he was
a two year letterman in track. Now
with the San Franecisco Olympic
Club track team. Northern Califor-
nia AAU walking champion for
1958; took eighth place in national
AAU walking championships at
Bakersfield last June; has covered
well over 100 miles in track and
cross country races during 1958.

This imposing array of track and
cross country runners will arrive
at South Shore Lake Tahoe at noon
on Tuesday, Dec. 30, and will be
billeted at El Ru Motel.

The Wagon Wheel will award

sweaters and trophies emblematic
+of the Lake Tahoe pioneer relay
marathon race.
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Marathon Racers Tour Tahoe Circuit
On New Year's in Just Over 8 Hours

The Lake Tahoe pioneer relay |
marathon, race has heen entered in
the record books, This outstanding
athletic feat was accomplisheed for
the first time under most unusual
and colorful circumstances.

Four top notch California colleg-
iate eross-country runners, Lee Da-
britz, Jerry Laird, Jack Marden and
Frank Wulftange, comprised the
first team to make the high altitude
gallop around beautiful Lake Ta-
hoe, situatedinthe center of
“America’s All. Year Playground”.

Here in detail, is how this gruel-
ing race was conducted from start
to finish ... All four of the well

into Tahoe Valley (the race was now
back on highway 50) before Jerry
Laird went into action at 7:54 A.M,
The four men were now approxi-
mately 4 miles from the race finish
line at Harvey's Wagon Wheel and
they were functioning mostly on
nerve and a strong desire to *“get it
over with”.

Marden replaced Laird after
Laird had put in a four minute
burst of speed and when the group 1
arrived at the “two miles to go”
marker they all joined the smooth
running Marden and covered the re- i
maining distance in good time. !

TR SuREh (AR Ol race around Lake Tahoe has unique

fically at 8:19:20 A.M. on Jan. 1,
1959 and a good crowd of some
three hundred supporters, press
and radio were on hand to greet the
fatigued marathoners.

A most remarkable fime and an
initial time record was set when
the four youthful athletes covered
the 74 5/8 miles of mountainous
pavement in only 8 hours-47 min-
utes-05 seconds,

Wagon Wheel owner Harvey
Gross was lavish in his praise of
this athletic ‘“first” and the four
veteran track men were in turn
very pleased with the excellent
treatment and supervision accord-
ed them by the Wagon Wheel's
staff assigned to the Lake Tahoe
race, |

No race is complete without sta-
tistics and the pioneer marathon

statistics aplenty . .. (1) It started‘

in 1958 and ended in 1959 (2) It
started on Wednesday and ended on
Thursday (3)It was run in two states
(Nevada and California) and the
state lines were crossed twice in the
course of the race (4) Most of the
74 5/8 miles was covered at night
although the weather was mild and
ample moonlight shown for several
hours (5) Much of the race was con-
ducted at altitude in excess of 7000
feet, which makes it in all probabil-
ity the highest marathon race ever
run in the world (6) An average run-
ning speed of 8:49.48 miles per hour
was attained by only four men

participating over the varying

course.
It is the fervent hope of everyone

connected with the 1958-59 Lake !challenge and attempt to better the
Tahoe marathon that some other |pioneer record set by the Wagon
four member marathon team will ' Wheel’s wonderful group.

FRANK WULFTANGE, San Jose,
“eats up” milage near the Glen-
brook turnoff. Each runner was
relieved after about one hour of:
running on the long course.
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competitor from San Jose State Col-
lege took the baton from Dabritz at
12:28 AM. and entered highway 28
at the Carson-City-North Lake Ta-|
hoe Y at 1:05 A.M, |
Jerry Laird the littlest runner of
the group (he hails from Corpus|
Christi, Texas) relieved Wulftange
at 1:27 AZM. and tore another 8 mile
chunk out of the long run before|
handing the baton to Jack Marden
at 2:26 AN near Incline Beach.



Ir"IT‘S ALL QVER"‘ at 8:19. 20 in !he marnmg uf' ihe New Year as
the dedicafed Lake Tahoe marathon record sefters cress the finish
ine in front of Harvey's Wagon Wheel. Official elapsed time was
8 hours, 47 minutes, 5 seconds fo encircle beautiful Lake Tahoe,

THE LONG JOURNEY is nearing the end as the marathoners come

up Highway 50 near Stateline with Harvey's Wagon Wheel vehicles
affording a protective rear cover as was the case all through the
leng night.

F?)RMEQ C.oll_' e of the Pacific
track great Jack: Marden proved

to be a sénsaiio’nal type of “iron
- man” and' reeh‘-d off the mileage

with recklessfabandon. 1's now
daylight and 'the powerful Mar
den is “headlin’ home” along
Lake Tahoe's; south shore.
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