Gunn 35th Year Reunion Trivia Bowl

Judges: Reunion Committee

Moderator: Howard Baldwin

Rules: In the first round — covering Pop Culture — each category has five questions; in the second round — covering Gunn, Terman, and Palo Alto — each category has six questions. The two teams with the highest points in Round One will face off in Round Two. 

Each question is worth ten points; in the multi-part questions, each answer receives a proportionate score (i.e., in a five-part question, each answer is worth two points; in a two-part question, each answer is worth five points). With five-part questions, the team must correctly name three of the answers to retain control; with two-part questions, the team need only name one of the two answers to retain control. 

Each team has a different signaling device, and the judges’ decision on who rang in first is final. Each team will have ten seconds to respond; team members can confer among themselves. The first answer offered will be considered the team’s official answer. 

If a team answers a question correctly, it gains the right to pick the next category (questions are not ranked by difficulty within each category). If a team answers a question incorrectly in Round One, the moderator will choose a new category. If a team answers a question incorrectly in Round Two, the opposing team will choose a new category. 

The moderator and judges have made every effort to verify the veracity of all answers. When answers are based on the memories of the moderator and judges, this is clearly noted. The judges’ decision on answers is final.

Round One (pop culture): 

Television

Questions
Answers

1) In early 1973, PBS broadcast what is now considered to be the first reality show: cameras followed Bill and Pat Loud and their children into their Santa Barbara home. What was the name of the series?
An American Family

2) The highest-rated show for the season ending in April, 1973 was noted for many firsts, including an episode where Sammy Davis Jr. kissed the star.
All in the Family

3) In its first two years on television — 1968 and 1969 — this comedy-variety show was the number-one series. After that, its ratings dropped so precipitously, it was cancelled after its fifth season, in 1973. Name the show.
Rowan & Martin’s Laugh-In

4) This is a five-part question; you must correctly name three out of the five to retain control. One of the most popular shows of the 1972-1973 season was the Sunday Mystery Movie. Over the course of its run in the mid-70s, it featured five revolving shows about detectives. Name the lead actors in each of the shows. 
Rock Hudson in McMillan & Wife

Peter Falk in Columbo

Dennis Weaver in McCloud

Richard Boone in Hec Ramsey

Jack Klugman in Quincy, M.E.

5) This comedy debuted in the 1972-1973 television season and revolved around a psychologist, his wife, their ditzy neighbors and his ditzier patients. Name the comedian who starred.
Bob Newhart (in The Bob Newhart Show)

Movies

Questions
Answers

1) Frequently at the Academy Awards, the award for Best Director goes to the person who directed the Best Picture. On March 27, 1973, this tradition was broken. Name the two films that split the awards.
The Godfather (Best Picture) and Cabaret (Bob Fosse for Best Director)

2) This actor — who has since won two Oscars for directing — was the top box office star in 1973.
Clint Eastwood

3) The top-grossing film of 1973 was remade in 2006 with a similar plot but completely different characters.
The Poseidon Adventure

4) American Graffiti featured the film debut of this blonde actress, who later had a hit television series. 5-Point Bonus: What kind of car did she drive?
Suzanne Somers; a white Thunderbird

5) In 1973, a movie called Class of ’44 was one of the first examples of Hollywood’s craze for sequels. What movie was it a sequel to?
Summer of ‘42

Professional Athletics

Questions
Answers

1) Between 1972 and 1974, this local team became only the second team in history to win three straight World Series.
Oakland A’s

2) On September 20, 1973, in the Houston Astrodome, these two competitors faced off in a match known as “the Battle of the Sexes.” Name both.
Billie Jean King and Bobbie Riggs. Billie Jean won 6-4, 6-3, 6-3.

3) In both 1971 and 1972, this team won the NFC West.
San Francisco 49ers

4) The Associated Press named this running back was named “Athlete of the Year” in 1973.
O.J. Simpson

5) Jockey Ron Turcotte rode this Triple Crown winner to the finish line in the Kentucky Derby in 1973.
Secretariat

Politics

Questions
Answers

1) 1973 was unusual in that two men served as vice-president during this non-inaugural year. Name both of them.


Spiro Agnew served from January 20, 1969 to October 10, 1973. Gerald Ford served from December 6, 1973 to August 8, 1974.

2) On the night of June 20, 1972, Washington, D.C. police arrested five men after they broke into the office of national Democratic Party. What was the name of the office building where the break-in took place?
The Watergate

3) It is customary to hang a flag at half-mast for 30 days after the death of a president. The flag in the Gunn quad hung at half-mast from December 26, 1972 to February 22, 1973 because two former presidents died so close together. Name the two presidents.
Harry Truman and Lyndon Johnson

4) On October 20, 1973, even though it was a weekend, Richard Nixon fired both Attorney General Elliott Richardson and Deputy Attorney William Ruckelshaus when they both refused to dismiss special prosecutor Archibald Cox, who was investigating Watergate. How did this event come to be known?
The Saturday Night Massacre

5) Ronald Reagan served as governor of California from 1967 to 1975. One unusual aspect of his term of office was the relationship of his predecessor to his successor. How were they linked?
Reagan succeeded Edmund G. Brown as governor, and was succeeded by Brown’s son, Jerry.

The Year of Our Birth: 1955

Questions
Answers

1) On July 17, 1955, this tourist attraction opened in southern California.
Disneyland

2) In October, 1955, this airport — named for a WWII naval hero — opened. By 1961, it had become the world’s busiest airport, which it remained until 2005.
Chicago’s O’Hare International Airport

3) Between April and September of 1955, 6.5 million children were vaccinated against this disease.
Polio

4) On October 16, 1955, Esther Lederer launches an advice column in the Chicago Sun-Times under a pseudonym. What do we know her as today?
Ann Landers

5) On September 30, 1955, a traffic accident in central California took the life of this actor, who had only made three movies.
James Dean

The Year of Our Graduation: 1973

Questions
Answers

1) On May 3, 1973, this 110-story building was completed, making it the tallest building in the world at the time.
The Sears Tower in Chicago

2) In 1973, this ubiquitous mark began appearing on retail items, with a pack of Wrigley’s gum reportedly the first.
The Universal Product Code (or UPC); UPC code is not correct

3) On September 2, 1973, this author, whose books posthumously spawned one of the most successful film trilogies of the 21st century, died at age 81 in Bournemouth, England.
J.R.R. Tolkein

4) At the Grammy Award ceremony in 1973, this singer — who got her start singing in gay baths in New York City — was named best new artist.
Bette Midler

5) On the morning of January 27th, the peace accord ending the war in Vietnam was signed in this city.
Paris

Round Two (Gunn and Palo Alto):

Let’s have a walk down Memory Lane: Velarde’s, Maximart, Taco Tio, Swain’s House of Music, Old Barrel, Open House, Liddicoat’s, Whiskey Gulch, the Amber Lantern, Sprouse-Reitz, Clint’s Ice Cream, Rapp’s Shoe Store, the Bijou, the Festival, the Aquarius, the Paris, the Karmelkorn shop, the monkeys at Sommer & Kauffman, the hothouses at the corner of Page Mill and Junipero Serra, Polly and Jake’s, the Irish Cottage, Stickney’s, Patterson’s, Monette’s Pet Shop, Blum’s, Sandy’s Kitchen, Norney’s … I could go on, but let’s continue with the Bowl …

Gunn

Questions
Answers

1) What was the nickname of the covered lunch area at Gunn?
The Batcave

2) In the 1971-1972 school year, the faculty put on a musical production in Spangenberg Theatre with songs by Cole Porter. Name the musical.
Anything Goes

3) Who were the top-billed and second-billed performers at Disneyland for Grad Nite 1973?
Top Billing: Rick Nelson
Second Billing: Linda Ronstadt

4) This is a two-part question; you need correctly name only one of the two to retain control. Who was Henry M. Gunn? Who was Karl Spangenberg?
Gunn was Palo Alto Superintendent of Schools from 1950 to 1961. Spangenberg was a Stanford professor and a member of the Palo Alto School Board.

5) This is a five-part question; you must correctly name three out of five to retain control. In the 1972-1973 school year, Gunn boasted five different groups playing musical instruments. According to the yearbook, what were the five groups?
Orchestra

Jazz Band

Concert Band

Concert Jazz

Jelly Rolls

6) According to Robin Snyder, what was the favorite cigarette on Smoker’s Hill? 5-Point Bonus: Why?
Marlboro Red — the package had our school colors

Terman

Questions
Answers

1) The other junior high schools in Palo Alto during our youth were Jordan and Wilbur. What did the men they were named for — David Starr Jordan and Ray Lyman Wilbur — have in common?
They were both presidents of Stanford University.

2) What creation of Lewis M. Terman is still in use today? 
The Stanford-Binet intelligence quotient test (IQ test is an acceptable answer).

3) In the years between 1978, when it closed, and 2003, when it reopened, what was on the site of Terman Junior High School?
Albert L. Schulz Jewish Community Center (a Jewish community center is also acceptable)

4) In 1970, when we graduated from junior high, what non-traditional but popular song was the processional?
Simon & Garfunkel’s “Bridge Over Troubled Water” (not waters, but that would be acceptable)

5) Gunn has a centrally located quadrangle where students congregate. What shape was Terman’s place to congregate?
A triangle.

6) 


Palo Alto

Questions
Answers

1) This is a five-part question; you must correctly name three out of five to retain control. During our youth, Palo Alto had five Boy Scout Troops, generally — though not specifically — attached to elementary schools. Some were hosted by churches and synagogues. What were the troop numbers of each of the following Boy Scout troops?
Loma Vista: 12

Fremont Hills/Beth Am: 76

Barron Park: 54

Ventura:

Stanford: 

2) According to Howard Baldwin, what did the City of Palo Alto do in the summer of ’72 to increase the safety of students?
It painted bicycle lanes on the streets.

3) This is a two-part question; you need name only one to retain control. Early local pioneer Juana Briones had two daughters, for whom two streets in the area were named. Who were her daughters?
Manuela and Miranda

4) From 1964 to 1973, the Palo Alto Unified School District sponsored a summer bus tour of the United States. What was the name of this tour?
The American Heritage Tour

5) When we were in elementary school, what was the name of the Palo Alto policeman who was in charge of Traffic Patrol/Safety Patrol?
Sgt. Frank Mashinski

6) What did the JJ&F of JJ&F Market stand for?
John, Joe, and Frank (also acceptable: the owners’ names)

Families

Questions
Answers

1) This is a five-part question; you must correctly name three out of five to retain control. Among our classmates’ parents were several Stanford faculty who were experts in their field. I will describe the parents; you name the classmate (professor’s name added for clarity).

a) In 1968, the father of one of our classmates wrote a best-selling book warning of the dangers of too many people on the planet called The Population Bomb.

b) This professor of painting and printmaking is part of the Bay Area Figurative School, which focused on abstract expressionism, and then figures and landscapes.

c) This professor of electrical engineering was an expert on applied mathematics and space physics. He was a pioneer in using computers to simulate the activity of plasmas, matter consisting of atoms in a high state of agitation, which has become widespread in aerodynamics. 

d) This professor of theoretical physics and former deputy director of SLAC is an expert on arms control and the winner of a MacArthur Foundation genius grant in 1984. 

e) This creative writing professor worked with Pulitzer Prize winner Wallace Stegner to edit multiple short-story anthologies, and also wrote several novels of his own.
a) Lisa Ehrlich (to whom the book was dedicated)/Paul Ehrlich

b) Lisa Olveira/Nathan Olveira

c) Paul Buneman/Oscar Buneman

d) Persis Drell/Sidney Drell

e) Philip Scowcroft/Richard Scowcroft



2) Name any of our class’ twins.
Dean and Debbie Losé; Steve and Bruce Guptill; Steve and Toni Jeffris 

3) Name the classmate who married a teacher.
Janet Bacheler married Tom Rowland.

4) Which of our classmates’ father was a columnist for the Palo Alto Times?
Bob Willey (George Willey)

5)


6)


Landmarks

Questions
Answers

1) This is a two-part question; you need name only one to retain control. In Town & Country Village, there was an ice cream parlor that reputedly invented the flavors “Rocky Road” and “Emerald Isle.” In Sunnyvale, a popular ice cream parlor served such creations as the “Trough” and the “Zoo.” Name these ice cream parlors.
Edy’s, Farrell’s

2) Next to Foothill Expressway, behind Gunn, was the research & development division of one of Silicon Valley’s earliest pioneering companies. Name the company.
Fairchild Semiconductor

3) This is a two-part question; you need name only one to retain control. In the 1960s, two hamburger stands competed for business across El Camino Real from one another. One is long gone, the other is still in business, though not at that location. Name both.
Kirk’s and Pard’s

4) During our years at Gunn, a square building was constructed at 3159 El Camino Real (near Page Mill Road). What business did it hold?
Banana Records (record store is acceptable)

5) At Rickey’s Hyatt House, the tower at the back of the property had an unusual mechanical feature — what was it?
Glass elevators

6) When Gunn was built, what ran along the back boundary of the school, through Barron Park, and into the Stanford Industrial Park?
Railroad tracks

Athletics

Questions
Answers

1) What pizza parlor did the football team visit after each game?
Shakey’s

2) What Gunn team was SPAL champion in 1973?
Wrestling

3) This is a five-part question; you must correctly name three out of five to retain control. The Gunn athletic teams were named the Titans. Name the mascots of the other five junior high school and high schools in Palo Alto.
Terman Tigers

Cubberley Cougars

Jordan Dolphins (today: Jaguars)

Wilbur Warriors (today: Panthers)

Paly Vikings

4) What Terman team was SPAL champion in 1970?
Football

5) At the end of every football game, a song was sung commemorating Gunn. What’s the first line?
As long as tall oak trees touch the deep blue sky,

(The rest: We'll always be true to our Gunn High.

As each of us departs, our memories will be,

To our alma mater, Gunn Senior High.)

6)


