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Our sport has enough problems as it is,
without the athletes and coaches adding to
it. For 19 years our indispensable CTN contri­
butors have faithfully kept us up-to-date on
our sport, including some rather sorry situa­
tions that undermine our great sports of
cross country and track & field. With budget
problems, program eliminations and drug

suspensions getting big headlines in the na­
tional media, it is a shame to see us shoot
ourselves in the foot by creating still more

negative press with our own actions.
I'm sure you are aware of the team dis­

qualification at the Community College State
Cross Country Championships, and the near
riot that broke out between teams at a major

track championship. It is not our purpose to

dig up dirt and serve it to our readers. On the
contrary, we exist solely for the good of the
sport, the coaches, athletes, and meet di­
rectors. If we can't help improve cross coun­
try and trac« & field in the State of Califomia,
then we don't want to continue.

Don't get me wrong. If something isn't

right or can be improved by exposing it, dis­
cussing and debating it, then let's get it out
in the open. However, we don't intend to be
the 'Enquirer' for track in Califomia: We will

not attempt to sell magazines on the basis of
negative sensationalism that would only
serve to decrease the worth of the sport.
Every once in awhile, there will be a negative
incident, but far greater are the positive
things going on. It is those positive things we
want to lift up to our readers. There is a lot

that is right with track in Califomia; it's a
shame that a few bad apples tend to spoil the

image.
Bakersfield College Coach Bob Covey

has been involved with track for a long time -­

15 years as an athlete, plus 31 years as a
coach. Bob is the chairman of the So Cal
Track & Field Rules Committee for Califomia

community colleges. He recently wrote a let-

ter, to all Conference Representatives on the
So Cal. Track & Field Rules Committee, to lay
some olthe negative issues to rest, pick up
the pieces and go on. Excerpts from Bob's
letter say it best:

'My position is that the sports of cross·
country and track and field at the community
college level in Califomia, and all that is po­

tentially accomplished through athletics, is
bigger than any athlete, team, coach, athlet­
ic director, or college. If athletics has value,
which I believe we all must feel it has, a
stand in support of rules must be made.
Those who do not follow the rules, or work for

special considerations around the rules, are
working to tear down the sports. Motivations
for such action are not always understanda­

ble or clear, but this action hurts other ath­
lete participants and the sports.

'I thank you for your time, friendship,
and professional and honorable dedication to
the sports we serve. I only ask that you con­
tinue to actively work for positive improve­
ments under the rules, stand up for what is
correcf and right whenever necessary, and
do not follow those who seemingly base their
existence on winning regardless of the
boundaries. '

STOP niE PRESSES: Just before

going to print on this issue, we attended the
CIF/Reebok High School State Track & Field
Championships. I'm sure you have all heard
(if not personally affected by it) that this
great event was cancelled due to rainy
weather. We are still in shock. What hap­

pened? What can we do to prevent this kind
of disappointment in the future? Your ideas
and suggestions are welcome Stay tuned.

-B.C.

ONTHECOVER:CalStateLA.'sMARSHAGUIALDO
anchoringa1600meterrelay;shealsowontheInvnatlonal
100mHat Mt SAC.Photo by Kirby LeeIL.A. Times. (Inset)
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